THE POWER OF A BLESSING
Deut. 33

Purpose: to teach us the potential of passing on God’s blessing.

Introduction:


1. We know how fathers in the Old Testament blessed their sons. 



a. Blessings were the dying words of the patriarch to his family. 



b. The fact that they were dying words meant they were powerful. 



c. The blessings were also irrevocable last wills. 


2. Here we have Moses blessing the Israelites tribe by tribe.



# I did a comparative study between Jacob’s blessing of his sons and 


Moses’ blessings of the tribes, the descendants of each son. Some tribes 


lived out the blessing, some were absorbed by other tribes, such a Simeon.

3. Moses begins the blessing with a poem of praise to God’s greatness and             

goodness.



a. God was pictured as the fiery dawn (2).



b. He came with thousands of saints (2).  



c. God was honored as the law-giver (4).



d. He was the king over Jeshurun, Israel the righteous one (5). 


4. Moses blesses God who would in turn be asked to bless the people of Israel. 

I. Moses blesses the tribes beginning with Jacob’s wives children and then concubines. 


A. Reuben had an undistinguished history, but Moses asked for a large 



population.

B. Simeon had been granted more land by Judah who then swallowed up the other 

tribe. 


C. Judah was embroiled in a conflict; perhaps the prophecy predicts the break 




with the northern tribes. 


D. Levi is praised for faithfulness to the covenant with God. 



1. Levi, the priestly tribe, was scattered throughout the other tribes. 


2. They were united by their role, rather than geographical proximity. 



3. They prioritized God over their family. 



# When their brothers sinned by making the golden calf, the Levites killed 



3000 of their family.  In turning on their brothers they guarded the 



covenant. 


E. Benjamin would find God’s protection by “resting between his shoulders” (12). 

F. Joseph’s place is taken by his sons Ephraim and Manasseh. 



1. Joseph is called a prince among his brothers. 



2. His blessing includes economic prosperity and military might. 


3. God also blesses by bestowing honor upon Joseph. 


G. Zebulun and Issachar—they were blessed for leading others in worship. 



1. Zebulun will profit from commercial fishing.



2. Issachar will be known for the ability to make tents. 



3. They would both receive the blessing of joy. 


H. Gad owned the best land, but was commended for helping settle the land of 


the other tribes. 
II. Blessings usually . . .


A. Included a meaningful touch


# Isaac touched the arm of Jacob, which was covered by animal skin in order to 

make Isaac think Jacob was Esau. 


B. Were spoken aloud. 


C. Attached high value to the one being blessed.


D. Pictured a special future for the one being blessed. 


E. Meant an active commitment to fulfill the blessing. 




--adapted from John Trent’s The Blessing

III. Blessings acknowledge God’s concern for us and our future. 


A. “Your strength will equal your days” (25).


B. God the one who blesses is unequalled (26). 



1. “He rides on the heavens to help you” (26).




2. “The eternal God is your refuge, . .” (27). 


C. God’s characteristics transfer value to us. 



# “Blessed are you, O Israel!



   Who is like you, a people saved by the Lord?” (29). 

Application:


The Power of a Blessing (handout)

